Notes for Thailand SES data










1. There are six years of SES data: 37,39,41,42,43&45 correspond to 1994,96,98,99,2000 and 2002 respectively.

2. each folder is named ses*- where * denotes 37 through 45 - and has raw data files, dictionary .dct files, .do files and stata .dta files for corresponding years.

3. raw data files are either ses*.raw or ses*.dat for the whole country or region.dat or region.raw for each region separately, depending on the year. These have been zipped and placed in appropriate folders.

4. dictionary (.dct) files for each record: rec1 for household variables, rec2 for individual household members, rec5 for housing variables, rec9 or rec10 for summary household expenditure variables. some years have a number of sub-records for rec9/rec10.

5. there is a ses*_dataprep.do file that uses raw files and dictionary files to prepare STATA files for each record for a given year. 

6. STATA files: e.g. ses45_1.dta contains basic household variables for ses45 (year 2002) and ses39_9.dta summary household expenditure variables for ses39 (year 1996).

7. only ses45 (year 2002) has electronic data dictionaries and questionnaires (in excel & pdf) and dictionary .dct files for this year were written based on these. For all the other years, selected parts of data dictionaries were transcribed from hard-copies - made available to us by Kaspar Richter - to dictionary .dct files.   

8. disclaimer & request: please note that any possible errors that may have occurred in the transcription process could result in incorrect/incomplete dictionaries, corresponding dofiles, stata files and variables of your interest. While it’s quite safe to use stata files, we will appreciate if you let us know about such cases should you find any.

