
RELATIONSHIP CODES 
Use the following codes to explain each household member’s relationship to the MPR/FPR step-by-step. 

MPR / FPR A  

Wife – eldest living in household W  

Younger wives   Y 
Only when more than 1 living wife. Re-use for all 
younger living wives. 

Husband H  

Sons 1st son 1 Eldest living son (living in the HH or not) 

 2nd son 2  

 3rd son 3  

 4th son 4  

 5th son 5  

 6th son G  

 7th son J  

 8th son K Re-use K for 9th son onwards 

Daughters 1st daughter 6 Eldest living daughter (living in the HH or not) 

 2nd daughter 7  

 3rd daughter 8  

 4th daughter 9  

 5th daughter O  

 6th daughter P  

 7th daughter Q Re-use Q for 8th daughter onwards 

Father  F  

Mother M  

Brothers in descending order of age B, C, D, E Re-use E for 5th brother onwards 

Sisters in descending order of age S, T, U, V Re-use V for 5th sister onwards 

Relative (other) R Use for the 4th relation onwards 

Servant (laborer) / maid L  

Friend (close/family) NF  

Neighbor NN  

Neighbor’s child NC  

Acquaintance NG  

Employer NE  

Teacher / professor NT  

Health worker, doctor, nurse / NGO / 
government worker NH  

Co-worker / classmate / teammate NM  

Employee / patient / client / student NP  

Shop keeper / assistant NS  

Other non-relative N  

Prefixes   

 Expired/“ex-” X 

Used for household members whose relation to the 
primary earner is through someone who has 
expired, e.g., XWM for ex-wife’s mother. 

 Adoption & Illegal Relation Z 

Describe an illegal relation such as an illegal wife or 
an adopted son or daughter, e.g., ZY for illegal wife 
or Z1 for oldest son is adopted. 



 
Examples: 

 1 = MPR / FPR’s eldest son 

 1W = MPR / FPR’s 1st son’s wife 

 XW1 = MPR’s son with ex-wife.  This is the oldest son of the MPR.  He has a current wife W living in 
household and a son with her.  That son is 2. 

 S6 = MPR / FPR’s niece (eldest sister’s 1st daughter) 

 WM = MPR’s mother-in-law (his wife’s mother) 

 MPR married his sister's daughter (his niece).  The wife died and he is married to another woman. His 
first wife's parents (his sister and brother-in-law) live with him.  They are S & SH or XWM & XWF.  

 First son’s son is 1-1.  Use a “-“ between so as not to confuse with the number 11. 

 NG1 = an acquaintance’s oldest son. 


