3/04/82/1

February 1981

Mr. T.B. Ratnayake, D. A. D.

Mini=try of Agricuiture Research,

1982 Censuz of Agriculture - “cope and Content

With reference to my letter of even number and of 02.01.81; please be

g95d endpugh to be prezent at the meeting to be held on 12th February 1981 at
2.00 P.M, in my »ffice, Mo: 6, Albert Cre=cent, Colombo 7.

It iz hoped that ysur valuanble ~ugge=tinn= will hclp the cenmuz
organigzer= t5 pian and conduct the cen~ua cfficiently, fulfilling the u=ers

nceds and maintaining the quality at the =ame time.

oooooooooooooo

for Director of Cen~uz & ®tatiztica,

Agricuiture Divininn,

Dept. of Cen-uz & Statiztics,
Ro: 9245, Galle Road,
Barbalapitiya.




D.D,

Mr. Yasas iri. A. D.

Mr. Hanayakkarﬂ”;ﬁ. D.
Iaya’-.iagho STI e
K.P. n.“«ﬁi‘-"’ -

5 PRt

mrklng 'csmii‘ﬁu af tbc Ccn*as 91‘ Agriéulture ‘bs :be Ke.l.& ,

;’ l!{' ¥ ; *
féﬂi @stﬁdlng Harewit"h)’han alréady =ént ysu ‘a copy-of the’ "Aﬁ sut 1150
w*m ‘Weopé and esntent ‘of the Cenzuas" far ymazr infﬂrmatisn._ e

Ysti ‘w1l he - infsmed ‘Af the ﬁa‘ca* -ana vorde s tho mittu nmtihr‘

. Dept. of Odnsus & Statisties,
. Divisian 111,

¥o: 245, Calle Reud,
Bwaiapiéifé. o

Baret




My No: S/CA/Sﬁi; @

€2 Jomuary 1981.

1982 Cenmus sf Agrieulture Sespe and Content

Realizing the need of the partieipation of prominent users of
Agrieultural Oen_:nas,data,’ in finalising the sespe ond eantent of the
fortheoming Cenéus of Agrieulture, I om glad te request you to
nominate /be a member of the Sub-committer, the rerponsibility of which
iz to formulate the zespe and eantent of the Censua of Agriculture.

Herewith T am zending. o edpy of "An out line of the zeope and
econtent of the Cen~uz " whieh had already been eireulated among the
uzersz, and a paint form mummary of ~uggecstisn and eament:; reeeived in
rezpsnne ts® go thresugh theze and be prepared te aaciat the Cenmuz

planner= in finalizing the scope and contcnt of the Censu=.

I will write to you in dbsut tws weeka time informing the data and
venue of a meeting at which we hope to dizcusmcs & toke decizion on itens:

relating to the forthcoming Cenzuz of Agrieulture (1982).

Qigned. V.A.A.S, Peiriz.

Director of Benmus & Statistien,

Azsistant Director,

Dept. of Cenmuaz & Statiastia,
Ro: 245, Galle Road,
Bambalapitiya,




1982 - Cenzua of Agrieulture

®cope and Content - Comments frem Other Soureez.

In responec to» the recue=t by the D.C.& S, for =uggestion and eomment=z on

the neope and cantentz »f the Cenmuz of Agriculture az published in "An outline

»f the Rcope and Content of the Cenmusz", the foilswing have been received,

They have becen itemized, for inventigation of the feasibility.

=St and

 Ttem Source

1. Dofinition of Ag. Eesnocist (36)
fmall and large Dept. of Agrieuliture
bolding=.,

Rubber R.I. (35)

Central Bank (25)

Planning Ministry (31)

% innd Uze, v F. A. O.

Minintry of
R.I.D. (22)

Details

Cantriﬁu‘cion to the ogriculture from
mmall haolding=, =zpeeially regarding
paddy iz not =mall.

Quggesta that all land=s 5@ Ac »
zhould be categarized as mmall

holdingz.

Problems of =mmail holdings are more
important. Therefore detailed
information on mmall heldings than
hinted i= important, '

The estate seetor eould be subdivided
into "Privat? Estate" and Publie E=tate.

Definition of =mall holding~ =hould

change asccording to the distriets,

Recommends that land use to be elsves
te F.A.O. progrocme.

Almost all the itmm listed in the
F.A.0. progroarme have been included
in the seope. |

Area under gragszes, cultivate foddez

and pasture lands, on a distriet

bazia with area produetion and coszt.

3. Craps Ministry of Planning (51) Te identify the phycieal area and

cropped area and the eropz cuitivated

in the mome lard, =9 that a frome of
erops is availoble,

Mumber of =cazonz that different parcels
are cultivated during a part (=ay 5 years)

to workout cropping intensity.




: .&urae
¢\ . ... . Gentral Bank (25)

4, Plantation  R.R.C. (35)

Rubber

Tea Tea amall holding €33)

5. All planta-

Central Bank (25)
Stish eropa. s

6. Iiventock &
Poultry

 Ag. Deve lapment
Authority (29)

Gentral Bank (25)
Miniatry of Rural
Industrial
development (22)

7« Foertilizer Ag. Devclapment

Matharity (29)

8. Labour Planning Miniatry (31)

Agricu.turral Development

eropa.

. . .crop (nixed)

Details

land under mixed erspz and perennial

Area of land under impreved aad
traditional varieties, :
Home gardens production. -
Input coefficientz and eultural praeticez.
o .obtain the area under table in semll
holding= giving the rubber aeroage by
ate;arle
Ysung Rubber - @ - 7/8 years
Rubber in tnpplng ‘(young )7/8 - 19/29 yra.
Rubber ‘in tapping (91d 18/28 - 28/29 yra.
01d Rubber (1ntervcne tﬂpping,za/” -
o 55/54 year B

01&1 Rﬁfbor

1. Area operated with tea =mail holdings.
2. Area cultivated with tea alone

3. Area eultivated with team a{k_l other

4. Area not cultlvated

5.'0ut of the arca mot cultivatcd area
‘1ntended to be cultivated.

Piantation crapﬂ by A;e, by mput

eocffieient B

l‘b af cattle by age, sex, brecd amd . .
ggrpaf—:e. 83, »f death= by age,
Purpese, on a diztriet bania,

~ex and

Fo. of neat cattle aaa'buffdlaég.

Neat cattle, Buffalses, '%heep, Gsat:-, Figs
and psu.l.try by eharactew ctiz 92n a cmnp.mte
erumeratisn baais.

Ne. of mmail holdings using fertilizer,
omsunt of fertilizer used sn Teg, Rubber
amdl Coconut by the size of holdingsz on
district basiza,

Te obtain hired lobour used in Agriculiture
through the agmmple zurvey. M

Holdings by the availabigity of labaur.



Itom Sauree .. . Detalls

9. Trostors and Flanming Miniatry (51) = (1) E‘éu‘x;‘vk‘:‘eeie; troetors by
- Implements R - moss ) Two wheeled trastora by ‘
(mcr) R S D T (iﬂ.) ﬁnimnl power
Lo (iv) Other form implements i
| water pumps and ether inpuiis
Central Bank (25) Londs eultivated by bath types i
R ltaeh&nery and Kanpower.

-

'Broak down of the type of moehin

aquipment.
10, Irrigation Fo KA Q¢ v =70 7. Thim 1tem have not been insluded
data L "sutline of the aeope”.

7« As O. Reesments - the informe
use sf bore-herc, tube wella, gra
flow foacilitices or sther measure ¢
water,

In 1973 Cenmus -

The itom= inciuded were

Aren of the bolding under

(1) Major irrigation achemes
(11) - Mipor irrigatisa sohemes
_(1u) Other ,
‘But o tabulntiﬂn done. 1a this seq

11, Morketing | P.ﬁ.B{.ﬁ v('iﬁ-) " A Fnciiitic-s availnb.m far marketlng o
k ' ' o whether the farmers prefer tes nsedd
produce te gavt, lastributien er P&

ascetor.,

12, Credit P.M.B. (16) The asurcez of credit such aa Banka,
- C Cs=-aperati-nz, Private traders, ﬁﬂ!

lendora otc. made of repayment ie, |

ar by kind.

18, General P.0.0, (37) _ Te clazify more data, peaaibly all
distriet data by haldinga, '
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PREFACE

The next Census of Agriculture in Sri Lanka will be
conducted in 1982, It ig my wish to plan and conduct this
Census so that the data required by administrators, plan-
nersyresearch workers and others are met as far as possible.

This out line of the scope and content of the cen-
sus is prepared and circulated among the users of census
data, to keep them informed of the type of information which
Will become available and to obtain theip suggestions and
comments.

I shall be grateful if you could go through this
document carefully and favour me with your suggestions by

the 38th of August, 1980,

B—

p———

W.A.A.S. Peiris
Director of Census and Statistics.

Dept. of Census and Statistics,
P.0. Box 563,
Colombo 7.

17th July, 1980.



AN OUTLINE OF THE SCOPE AND CONTENT OF THE
1982 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE

-

1. .  INTRODUCTION: / /-~ c

It is proposed to conduct a Census of Agriculture in Sri Ianka in
about the month of July, 1982. The purpose of this outline is to familiarize
the users in the scope of this Census, its content and timing and to stimulate
a general interest among them, so that the requirements of the users will be
known by the Census Organizers, well ahead of planning. The requirements of
various users, suggestions and comments are invited in order to study them
before finalizing the scope, content, sampling plan, tabulation programme,

guestionnaires, time table and the census operation.

A working committee will be appointed to mvestlgate and recommend
on various steps and different phases of the census operatn.on. It is a well
known fact that various users of data have different requirements confined to
their own subject matter, and her\ice, a sub-committee will study these sugges-
tions and draw up & list of optimum requirements, so that, the ;ensus ques-
tionnaire will vnot be overloaded. BHence, it will be greatly appreciated if
the users carefully study this outline and present only those requirements

which are most essentlal along with comments and suggestions.

2.{" DEFINITION OF AN AGRICULTURAL CENSUS

An agricultural census is defined as a Government - Sponsored Operation
for the collection of gquantitative information on the agricultural structure,
using as a unit of enumeration agricultural holding and covering the whole
¢ountey within a single agricultural year. -

PURPOSE OF AN AGHRICULTURAL CENSUS

The main purposes of the Census of Agriculture are to:

(1) Describe the agricultural structure ahd related characteris-
tics of agriculture, by providing statistical data on agri-
cultural holdings, agricultural operators, land utilization,

crop acreage, livestock numbers ete.,

-

(i1) Provide benchmark data for the evaluation of cubrent data,
a.nd for measurj.ng the futu.re agncultnml developnent, ’




(1ii) EBstablish a statistical freme for current agricultural

surveys based on sampling techniques,

4. ‘. SCOPE OF THE 1982 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE . :

While covering the needs for the fulfilment of thése objectives
and purposes of the census, the scope and ccntent of the census is subaect to
limitations imposed by several considerations such as the availability of
funds and resources for organizing, enumeration, supervision, processing and
tabulafion, and the need for avoiding complex and burdensome items which may

produce considerable respondent and interviewer resistance.

A tentative list of subjects to be covered and & brief description

of census items to be canvassed is indicated below.

(1) Agricultural holdings and their primcipal characteristics,

The agricultural holdings are primarily divided into

small holdings and estates. The important characteristics

would be the location, size, tenure, ownership, number of

parcels in the holding, and type of holding.

(ii)  Agricultural Operator.

The agricultural operator will be the person or persons _

who has the responsibility of operating the holding.

Proposed Census Itenms.

1. DName.
2. Age. - .
3. Education.
) 4. Occupation (Agricultural and Non Agricultural).
5, Address of the holder, if not residing on the holding.
6. Legal status of the operator. |
(i11i) Land Utilization. ' | .

The utilization of land within the holding.
1. Arable Land.
Area under temporary crops.
Area under home gardins. °




(iv)

(v)

(vi)

2. Land under permanent crops.

3. Land under pastures.

4. Woods and forests.

5. Land wnder roads and buildings, rivers, streams,
— Tanks etc.:‘;E

6. A1l other land.

Crogs

1. As this is covered mainly by a sample survey, only
selected items of information about the crops that could be

published with a reasonable level of accuracy, will be
collected., >

Iivestock and Poultry

Proposed Census Items.

1. Number of neat cattle.

2. Number of buffaloes.

3. Number of goats and sheep.
4. Number of pigs.

5. Poultry.

6. Number of Bee H:nres.

Deta.lls such as Neat Cattle and Buffaloes by sex, age,
and use will be canvassed on a sample basis.

The possibility of using a separate sample for livew .
stock and poultry, a area where reliable information isg limited
Will be examined carefully.

Enployment in Agricul ture

Information about the employment in agriculture is very
difficult to obtain as many crops are grown seasonally and
the capacity for agricultural employment varies during the
year. There is no proper record keeping specially in small
holdings and the memory biases could be considerable. The

possibility of obtaining Treasonably reliable information at
the census will be investigated.
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(vii) Parm Population

lation represent

The population of a farm, per unit o
important infbrmation, and may be publish

N4

T per acre, is

ed by sectors, such

as estate sector ang small holding sector. The farm popu-

8,811 those who live in the estate or small

holding. Agricultural labourers who do not live on the
holding would not te counted,

(viii) Agricult

1. Estate Sector - Members of the staff, labourers ang

others who live on the estate,

2. Small Holding Sector - Members of

operator's house-

hold, and labourers and others who live on the holding.

Proposed Census Itens.

ural Machinery and Transport Facilities.

1. Whether any agriculturel work is done by machinery,

2. Whether animal power is used.

3. Method of transport of produce to
sale.,

the first point of

A count of machinery by type will not be feasible, as
this question will be canvassed only on a sample basis but

the use of machinery on the holding by type could be estimated -
with reasonable accuracy.

agricul tural machinery by complete enume

The possitility of obtaining a count

(ix) Fertilizer and Soil dressing.

basis about the application of fertilizer and soil dressing

The pPossibility of collecting information on a sample

will be carefully examined. Again as the

inputs are seasonal, the preblems of ottaining reliable in-
formation, at a particular point of time will have to be

studied.

o TENTATIVE

LIST OF STATISTICAT, TABLES PROPOSED TO BE PUSBLISKEED.

of all important

ration will be examinedf

application of these

-

A list of

statistical tables proposed to be published after the census -
aking is given below. It is important to mote that only after finalizine +hmm .

. i
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bles will the questionnaires be drafted, so that, unnecessary burden in the
umeration and processing of the data will be minimi zed,

1. Number of Agricultural Operators classified by age group and sex
by distriet,

2. Number of Agricul tural Operators classified by educational attain-
ment by district.

3. Number of Agricultural Operetors and area held by them classified
according to these fully or partly ocgupied in Agriculture.

4. Number and Area of Agricultural Holdings classified by status of
Operators by A.G.A. -division.

division,

6. Number of Agricul tural Holdings and the area under principal
serops (Paddy, Tea, Rubber and Coconut) by A.G.A. division.

7. Agricultural Holdings and the number of parcels under Principal
¢rops by A.G.A. division.

8. ILivestock numbers by type and by the number of holdings reporting

=

by A.G.A. division,

by number of cattle by A.G.A. division,

10. Number of Agricultural Holdings by the size of the holding and
by the pPossession of agricul tural machinery and implements by
districts.

11. Number of Agricul tural Holdings by the size of the holding and
by the use of agricultural machinery and implements by type
by district.

12. Number and Area of Agricultural Holdings by land utilization by

13. Number 2kt Area of Agricultural Holdings under special projects

by district.

14. Area under temporary crops in cultivation seasons Maha 1931/82
and Yala 1982, for some selected crops by distriet.

15. Number of Agricultural Holdings by type of tenure or ownership
a.nd area under each type by district.

16. Number of cattle by Age, Sex ang Purpose by district.

7. Number of Buffaloes by Age, Sex ang Purpose by distriect.

18. Extent to which agricultural work on the holding is carried on by
the holder's household or by persons working for pay, by size of
the holding by district. ’

I ——




19. Number of persons employed in Agriculture whether bPermanent ¢
casual by size o0f the holding by district.

20. Fam population by Sex, Age by the size of the holding by
district.

21. Neans used to transport produce from the holding by size of

ct

he Agriculture Holdings bty distriet.
22. Number of Agricultural Holdings using fertilizer's ang soil
dressing and the amount applied on Tea, Rutber, ang Coconut by

the size of the holding by district,

6. C=ZNSUs METHODOLOGY

In Principle, the agricultural census adopt, the method of complete
enumeration from all holdings fox collection of data. The complete enumera-
tion metkod is used S0 that information at lower levels of administration
(vy District/A.GmA.lDivision) can be tabulated ang published, since this ig
now considered essential for regional planning, efpecially at a time when
decentralizeq tudgeting ang rlan impleméntation at District level,is taking

place,

However any attempt at collecting information on all or most of the
items through complete enumerstion would overload the census questionnaire, I
which will in turn adversly affect the Quality of the data and delay therpro-r

cessing and tabulation work,

n view of these factors and with the experience of past censuses,
it is proposed that the forth—coming Cénsus should be g combination of both -
complete erumeration and sample Survey. All agricultural holdings may be
divided in to two main €roups, namely large holdings or estates and smal;
holdings. The large holdings are small in number but contribute heavily to :
the agricultural production, whereas small holdings are large in number with a §
felative low contribution, The large holdings will pe completely covered for
all the Questionnaires whereas small holdings will be fully enumerated for oniy
the most essential number of items, and a carefully‘selected Tepresentative .
sample will be used for detaileg enumeration,

The complete erumeration of special lands ang livestock holdings such

as large government and private farms, which do not come unddér estates will be
wndertaken. A ligt of such fams and estates Will be prepared af the planning
stage.




gquestionnaires ang instructions, to improve the techniéues used, and to faci-
litate the work on data Processing prograrmes S0 that early releasge of the
findings is made feasible,

Te CONCLUSION
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